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Barrelville Survey District Mid-1840's to early 20th century
Barrelville
Private

Barrelville Survey District is located in the northeastern section
of the Georges Creek coal region of western Maryland. The town lies in the
narrow Jennings Run Valley. The architecture of Barrelville is characterized
by several vernacular building styles. Early development of the town took
place along MD Route 47, the Wellersburg Road.

Barrelville is a typical company town located in the northeastern end
of the Georges Creek coal region of western Maryland. The town dates from
the mid-to-late 1840's early in the development of the Maryland mining region.
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Barrelville Survey District is located in the northeastern section
of the Georges Creek region of western Marya-nd. The town lies in the
narrow Jennings Run Valley, MD State Route 36 and 47 intersect in the
center of the town. An embankment of a branch railroad parallels MD Rt.
47 on the west.

The architecture of Barrelevill is characterized by several
vernacular building styles. Early development of the town took place
along MD Route 47, the Wellersburg Road. Some early structure 1% story
buildings of plank construction with stone foundations and gabled roofs.
Examples are #'s 24-26 on the attached map. Vernacular structures which
are examples of a style more common to western Maryalnd are 2 story, 3
bays wide frame buildings with stone foundations. These buildings have
gabled roofs with central gables and shed rooofed porches sheltering
their facades. Examples are #12 and 13 on the attached map.

Variations of the vernacular style include 2 story, 2 bay frame
buildings (#19) and a 2 story frame store with a gabled roof and a
two tiered porch sheltering the facade (#2). A group of small motel
cottages and a gazelo with a cross—gambrel roof date from the early to
mid 20th century (#1). Examples of the bungalow style in Barrelville
are typical 1) story frame buildings with gabled roofs and oversized dormers

(#30).

The one example of a more complex style of architecture is the
Robertson House (AL-V-B-072).

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Barrelville is a typical company town located in the northeastern

end of the Georges Creek coal region of western Maryland.

The town

dates from the mid-to-late 1840's, early in the development of the

Maryland mining region.

As early as 1843 Samuel B. Barrell operated two coal mines at the
site of the town,.extracting coal from the "0ld Parker Vein" and the

"Bluebaugh Vein".

In 1847 the Barrellville Mining Company was chartered

by Barrel}, William Ridgely and John Pickell to mine coal on Barrell's

property.

The Parker Vein Coal Company also mined coal at Barrelville.
before the 1850 completion of the C & O Canal the Parker Vein Coal
anticipating expanding coa production,
for miners at Barrelville.

In 1852 this company was one of

Shortly
Company,

announced plans to build houses

several

shipping coal to Cumberland on the Mount Savage and Cumberland Railroad.

Early in the 20th century the Cumberland Basin Coal Company dominated

the coal industry in and around Barrelville.
Maryland mining region relates that this compan
veins which was shipped on a company owned,bran

and Pennsylvania Railroad on Jennings Run.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

A 1905 description of the
y mined coal of the "Allegheny"
ch railroad to the Cumberland
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Footnotes:

lThomas Scharf, History of Western Maryland, Philadelphia: Louis H. Everts,
1882, p. 1446.

2Legislature of Maryland, Charter of the Barrellville Mining Company,
Philadelphia: Barrett and Jones, Printors, 1847.

3Katherine Harvey, The Best Dressed Miners, Life and Labor in the Maryland
Coal Region, 1835 - 1910. TIthica: Cornell University Press, 1969, pp. 77-78.

4Thomas and Williams, History of Allegany County, Maryland. Baltimore:
Regional Publishing Co., 1969 (originally published in 1923) p. 454

5Interview iwth Mr. Benjamin Sansom, Cumberland, MD January 21, 1982.

6Thomas and Williams, p. 680
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Barrelville Survey District
MD Route 36 and 47
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Barrelville Survey District
Allegany County

Dayid A, Dorsey;: 1/82

Looking NW (photo #1)
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Barrelville Survey District
Allegany County

David A. Dorsey 1/82

Looking N (photo #2)
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Barrelville Survey District
Allegany County

David A. Dorsey 1/82

Looking N (photo #3)
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Barrelville Survey District
Allegany County

David A. Dorsey 1/82

Looking NW  (photo #4)






AL-V-B-286

Barrelville Survey District
Allegany County

David A. Dorsey 1/82
Looking NE (photo #5)
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Barrelville Survey District
Allegany County

David A. Dorsey 1/82
Looking NW (photo {#6)



